[The elderly in sub-Saharan Africa: a vulnerable population often ignored in public policy].
Many people and financial institutions believe that the elderly are not a priority in sub-Saharan Africa, a region marked by serious economic, socio-political and health crises. The purpose of this paper is to describe and analyze the assumptions and arguments underlying this view and to demonstrate that the elderly are a vulnerable priority population ignored by all stakeholders and primarily by technical and financial partners. The premise is that development must be viewed as a whole. In addition to improving the living conditions of children, youth and women, efforts to promote development in Africa must also take into account the needs of the elderly. The paper argues that there are four main reasons for focusing on the elderly in sub-Saharan Africa: systemic reasons, ethical/humanitarian reasons, developmental reasons and/or the interests and future of youth and adults.